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disintegration was considered for a very long
time as a great puzzle.                                                   j
Another puzzle was the so-called Widman-              I
stdtten figures.    They were first investigated in              -j
1808 on the Agram Iron by Alois de Widman-
statten, the Director of the Imperial Porcelain
Works at Vienna. Widmanstatten did not              |
publish the results  of his discovery, but the              !
knowledge   spread   very   quickly,   and   quite             j
shortly the figures became known as " Widman-              I
statten figures/1    Very soon crystallographers             I
found   out   their  relation  to   the  octahedral             1
sections, but it was generally considered that
these figures were characteristic of meteoric
iron and that they were not found in terrestrial
iron (26). So metallographers up to the end of
the last century do not seem to have been
acquainted with them.
The interest shown in meteorites by Dr.
Sorby, the founder of the Science of Metallo-
graphy, and especially the brilliant researches of
Osmond, again, however, directed attention to
the figures of Widmanstatten. Thus, in 1900
Osmond announced the discovery in the head of
a steel ingot of equilateral triangles, " recalling/'
he said, " the figures of Widmanstatten, which
are known to belong to the regular octahedral
system " (27).
The same observation was made in 1905
by Professors Arnold and McWilliam in their